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A WALK ON THE WEIRD SIDE — PART SEVEN: UFOs 


Something to hide 
Mr Soames? 


plan was simple: 

I toilcisvms last weeK s 
X multiple witness sight* 
ing of a UFO In August 1995 
by two Sharpthorne rest* 
donis and their friend, this 
week was supposed to be an 
interview with Nicholas 
Soames MP, prospective 
Parliamentary candidate for 
the Mid-Sussex constituency 
and also, by chance, Armed 
Forces Minister. 

The Ministry of Defence 
shoulders responsibility for 
UFOi. sj)d Mr Soamee is the one 
to wnom parllementBry auee- 
tions ere addressed. But Mr 
Soames wasn’t playing ball. Kla 
assistant answered: "He doesn't 
want to talk about mat (UFOs)." 

pjrtnDrmek knveitiRStors love 
conipkrsciei end the (act thet en 
MP. in tm run up to an election, 
doesn't went publicity In his chosen 
constituency seems miehcy stranie. 

Ii he hldkns something? If he 
knows nothing the minister would 
oOviously want to hide thke but. 
more tnirieuinBly. if he knows 
aomethinR he mixht be even more 
anxious lo keep this buried. 

The MoU'a tuitude kS (hai It la not 
uitereeied in UFOs unieu ihey consti¬ 
tute e •troiceic ihrest. wall, whsi eon* 
aiuuiea a strateile threat? Did the 
UPO thit hovered ever OitcNlng Boa- 
eon, as roocrTcd last week, carry a 
ttntaete Umatl Who «4a 


Mr Soamea did isy. In reeponae to 4 wild every possible Incldcni that 
rtrliiJB«ni4.-y su-juo* that \jy. whU‘ i>y'nt yc* fr«io a. 

ainpeee was net ehmieneo by a mtse lofi. Except one* UfOe. 

Uro-alan In Beleium in iS90. CnMm SlwppwU » a fta t ucf DnUsta 

A acrtni 0( UfO sitfuinaa wen ne- Airways pUoi who laclurea on UKQs. 
erOM auauii (ho Beleian Air force to Bn iish A irwavs* conifaer of employ- 
launch hahters tn a vain aitetBpi lo w Bern pfevapted lum bom uflune open- 
(ereept the craft. He »aa also asked ly atnui whai he'd aceit Why* Be c aus e 


about ikmUarly hitilt 
lAieretpilofu by Bni* 
ish atrerafi of UFOs 
spMted near a nuclear 
power siaiion In An 
glesey in laso and 
1996. But. eppannUy. 

(ha ineidents never 
happened. 

SomtUiUiselje that 
didn't happen wai cna 
UFO crash in Randle 
jhan Forest, netr 
RAF Weedbrldge. in 
December ISSO. The 
area was under the 
control of the United 
Staiae Air force, as ii 
Is the alls era laeret i 
radar atatlen and eon- 
eecuently the crash 
was utveeiUated by American cAeen. 

The MoO denied there was any nek 
involved hare, but by virtue of ibt 
American Freedom oflnforaetloo 
Act wt knew juet how alarmed those 
officers were at the nnte. This, in 
UFOdirclee. le second only to iht uJa- 
mous Roswell crash of tail But ii was 
of no siratatnc defence sign lAcanee 

The McO Shares reeponsibiittv for 
(he aafecy of our akiaa with the CIvU 
Aviation Authority. The CAA con¬ 
trols commercial eireraft, airperu. 
tirllnac, eic. It ensures that every 
pilot flying fbr British eirlinee has to 



NicAolae Soamos. UP 


airlinea behave pas* 
sonaere wUI be too 
scared to fly tf they 
thouahi thatr wumey 
Btghi be interrupiad 
byaUPU. 

AAararaeent lalRac 
the Acom Centre in 
Railway Approach, ha 
explained the culture 
of perano'ta that etr- 
line* nave about UFOs 
and anyone wno muQit 
have seen one. *The 
air crew, ibe pilota, 
come under eome 
aeruiuiy aa to iheir 
suiiabUity for the job 
— iheir aeniiy.. end 
would lltai affect the 
comnwRial proepecii cf 
the airline. Beceuee everyone knows 
ihet people who aoe UFOs are weirdee 
” 11*1 a ptrcencege thing — ihey've 
only got to look at (he re c ord. It haaan 
unptioilon for autnA aafety. Tve get 
■ doeumeni that lisia iha number of 
times earopiance have taken evaanra 
acuen lio avoid a U Ft>). 

But they wiU sey: "The number ef 
limes e pilot sees • UFO Is about once 
in a araer. It"! am «onn fivmg them 
• bnensig OB this... Although, every 
Ume we do a eimtdaier check, every 
year, we pneike emergeocy depreo 
sunastlon and descent... ’ somethlBg 


to <ope_which wiU never hsppes la most 


(Minis" careers, ever.’ Indeed, Mr Shc^ 
osrd wmie a brwftne paper (or pUoia 
esplsuiaic whai to do in ihe event of 
eneeuiuermg ■ UFO and preseniad ti 
utbeCAA. 

Qui they refused to sancUen u. To 
do so would have moaiu mat pUoia ac¬ 
tually needed ihe training For 00 
years (he pow e ra at-be have Knewn we 
are noi alone in the universe and have 
kepi Iha (ruth 6dm us bv ridicule, de 
nlal and hoax — wunesa the Koswetl 
"alien su(epsy'' footage, a hoai but 
who paid for Hand Why? 

Ministers like Nicholes Sosnes 
should remambar they ace public esr- 
vanti end that aa the public we de¬ 
serve to bo told tho tnuh. 

If the UFO crash near RAP Wood- 
bridic has no strategic significance 
what can ba wrong with releasing ihe 
documcoia now instead of having lo 
wan tUl goto? But If It was signiAcant 
(hen (ha MoO hasa let (a onawarfor 

Anyone who doubts (he exiiienco at 
oitra tarTeetnal Hie need only watch 
Ihe raaarkabta Meaaenian ef Destiny • 
vidso shot in Mexico where l? differ- - 
enl people all video-taped the seme 
UPO. Curtoualy this fooiaga haa never 
been shown on UK TV. 

rechape. when (be Hala-Bopp comet 
pnsaaa ua by m (he next fbw wWkj, iha 
objra (hoc b traveUing in ns wske— 
photographed by the Hubble Space 
Telescope but no* ralessod to ihe 
pulBk—may turn out to be a UFO, in 
which case s loi of people arc going to 
look very stupid. 

Isn't H sboui tiBt (ha muh eaaa 
out? Moassiuwra of DesOny is availabla 
from Nsxua. 6S Oueena Road, East 
CrtftSissdRHieiBG. 

Cupyitght 1St7 DX DteasoA 
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Strange lights 
spark UFO 


BAFFLED villagers have called in 
UFO experts to probe mysterious 
lights seen hovering in the Ollerton^ 
night sky. 

lUxford residents saw an object above 
OUerton and have reported the incident 
to investigation groups. ■*■* . 

Mr Philip Gropazzi (46). of Newcastle 
Street, liixford. was walking his dog 
when he saw the strange ughls. 

He contacted neighbours and a group 
of 11 people saw the object hovering 
400h above the ground before disappear¬ 
ing 30 minutes later. 

He said: “It looked like Qve or six 
powerilil lighthouse beams above cloud - 
level, vdiich were rotating from a central 
object 

Similar 

"I have lived here for IS years and in 
that time I have never seen anything like 
it It was obvious that it was not a natural 
light.” rjs. •• 

After ringing a UFO telephone line, he 
was told that a similar sighting had been 
reported in Somerset in 1995. 

Radio producer Mr Roger Waldron (4S)| 
of Willow Holt. Sutton-on-'&ent, Is 
appealing for people with simile experi¬ 
ences to contact him. He is currently 
producing a series called StTunpe Reports 
for BBC Radio wdtich will deal with the 
world of the paranormal. V - 

He said; “1 am looking for ghost 


stories, UFOs, strange smells, thunder¬ 
bolts. fireballs and things that go bump 
in the night. 

“I am keeping the programmes as seri¬ 
ous as possible, but there will be a 
balanced view and I hope listeners will be 
able to make their own minds up on each 
issue. The more bizarre the exp^ences 
we get the better." -n: f- 

A pilot piogiamme haa ^eady bcr.n 
produced and Mr Waldron is hoping to 
hear from schedulers when it will be 
aired on Radio 2. . | 

Anyone with an interesting story can 1 
contact Mr Waldron on 01777 822396. I 
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Mystery 'UFO' was an airship 

rHF WVCTFUV - I 


THE MYSTERY of Chinehams 
close encoutuer with a UFO last 
week has been solved by the Ga«ite. 

The "massive green objeei"-sfK)i- 
led by over 30 callers to our hoi-line- 
was in lact an airship. 

The airship, advertising American 
computer company AltaVi.sia, was 
Hying from White Waltham Airport 
near Maideiihead. 

A_ .spokesman I'roin the airtlcld 
confirmed the 45 metres lone craft 
was over the area between 3p'ni and 


7pm last Tiuiisday. 

The airship was lit inienially. 
explaining its strange appearance 
described hy one eyewitness as "an 
ama/.ing mass of lights" 

Calls tlixxJed in after the Ga 2 etie 
reported the sighting on Monday. 

Most, like Philip Williams, of 
Falkland Road. Popley. ideniilied ii 
as a htinip. 

Mr Williams saw it while on the 
A3.3 from Reading -back to Basins- 
sioke at around f^m. He said: "It was 


definitely an airship, but it did look 
prcliy spooky 

But other callers insisted what they 
saw could not be explained away. 

A IJ-year-old from Tadlev said: 
"I'm sure it wasn't an airship. There 
were tlashesof light coming out of it 
anditwius a weird shape, really white 
around the edec.s." 

Micliael Schofield, of Kimyre 
Clase. Oakley, claimed that six pic¬ 
tures he uiok ol the "object" uncanni¬ 
ly turned out blank. 
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Brazilian 
UFO expert 
boldly goes to 
Bonnybridge 


JOHN SMITH _ 

ACROSS UiB v»sl emponesB of 
space ihey boldly went in 
search of new life forms. 

The four biUo brown abens 
may have come in peace on 
their inior-galacuc mission 
They may even have passed on 
their Immense knowledge to 
beneSl mankind and lead us 
Into a new age of wisdom and 
understanding. 

But now we'U never know. 
Because after ihcir spaceship 
crashed In the Amazonian ram* 
forest. Brazilian soldiers 
tracked the aliens down and 
shot them. 

At leasi dial's the story a 
leading UhO researcher wtU tell 
an audience gaihercd near 
Bonnybndgo. Scutland'e *VF0 
hoiapoT, this weekend. 

Professor A J Govaerd claims 
that the first anniversary of the 
Incident. 20 January, has 
brought forward two more 
credible witnesses to add to the 
30 who have spoken at length to 
him and fellow researchers 
abcul the capiure of the abens. 

Yesterday ProfCevaerd. who 
Is Brazilian, described last 
year's Incidctti as the most ihi' 
portani since the well-docu' 
tnented case where 'ellcns' 
were said lo have been cap- 
lured at Roswell In (he United 
Slnioa SO years ago. 

He uid The Scotsman that 
the extra-ierrcsirials captured 
close to the clcy of Vargbina in 
central Brazil near the Amazon 
were naked, with dark brown 
skin. ‘They had two toes on 
their feel, each hand had three 
fingers, and they had big eyes 
and small proiuberahces on 
ihelr heads which looked bke 
horns. 

'They smelled bad ... It was 
Like ammonia. People close by 
said llial the smell was so strong 
that their eyes were ruitning.' 

Prof Gevaerd sold dial at 2am 
on Saturday. 20 .lanuary last 
year a US satellite picked up a 
su-ange objea entering the 
earth's atmosphere, heading lo- 
wards Brazil. II had crashed in 
the slate of MInhas Gerais. 

After repons of "a strange 
animal' on the edge of a forest 


New UFO sighting 


near Varghina, soldiers from a 
nearby mililary base had cap- 
hired il, apparently ahve. In the 
early hours. It had been con¬ 
veyed to the base. 

ITof Gevaerd said: 'In Ihe 
afternoon three girls coming 
from work close to the area saw 
a second creature kneeling be¬ 
side a wall, with a strange suf¬ 
fering look In its eyes as if it was 
hurt They thought It was the 
devil, and ran away.' 

He said the creature had 
been captured, taken alive to a 
general hospital in the city, then 
removed to a smaller private 
hospital, where it had remained 
for 36 hours It had then been 
uken. dead. Ic the same mill- 
lary base. 

Prof Gevaerd said that UFO 
researchers later spoke to a 
lawyer, who used lo work for 
ihe nUlliary, who told them he 
had seen two pairs of soldiars 
emerge from iha same area of 
foresi around noon on 20 Jan¬ 
uary carrying twn bags. 

'In ohe there was a dark- 
skinned creature moving, while 
the one In the other bag was not 
linrUer he had heard stiols from 
Ihe area, and he reregnised the 
sound as being the same as 
wpspons used at the military 
eperauon where he had 
worked.' 

Prof Gevaerd said that autop¬ 
sies had then been performed 
on aL four creatures by BrazJ's 
leading pathologisi, Ur Padan 
Pslhares, at Campinas Univer¬ 
sity near Sao Paulo. The doctor 
denied carrying out any such 
post-mortem examinations 
Prof Gevaerd said that he and 
fellow ufologists had spoken to 
at least 3U witnesses, including 
soldiers involved in the opera- 
uon. Prof Gevaerd added: 'AU 
the pieces fit logelher. There Is 
no way 11 can be a fake... all the 
evidence Is undeniable.' 

Prof Gevaerd Is one of several 
leading inlemalinnal ufnlngtsts 
who will deliver lectures at i-al- 
kirk town hall on Saturday, 
some three mLes from Bonny¬ 
bridge. 

Since 199k, several hundred 
people have reported seeing 
UFOs in night-ume skies In Ihe 
area, but no abens - yet. 


UNIDENTIFIED flying 
^objecis have again been 
spotted over Stroud, with 
reports of sightings over 
Rodborough Common last 
week. 

This week an object was 
seen over Minchinhampton 
Common by a group of more 
than a dozen customers at 
the Ambcriey Inn. 

"We watched it for over 
an hour la.st night," landlord 
Julian Court told the A/ews 
<jnd Journal on Saturday, 

"It was just in one place 
the whole time with a big 
shining beam going round 
and backwards and forwards. 

"It was definitely not a 
a helicopter because 
it wa.s too high and it wa^'t 

\VI(;,\N REPORTER 

JAN U7 
I’.ltl- *" 


Ihe comet because of the 
moving beam. Through 
binoculars we could see blue 
on the outside and it was the 
shape of a saucer.” 

“We've had nothing flying 
over here for months so it's 
certainly not ours." said Alan 
Pearson, RAF Commander 
at Fairford. 

UFO investigators are 
planning a night watching 
the skies above Rodborough 
after recent sightings in ihe 
area. County investigators 
from Circular Forum will be 
looking skyward from the 
second car park past 
Rodborough Fort on Good 
Friday. March 28 at 8.30pm. 

For details contact Robin 
Cole on 01242 377629. 


Just what is this 
‘biack triangie?’ 



lir.C.UO and »clc«me cince aftam. This wi’ek I he re's an 
intiTtMinfi account «f ihc nuw fomnus •black irhmcle’ this 
lime seen over Shc> Inglnn. 

A »4iman anj licr rUxliing lipht ai each 
ynmf diuphicr uav ««uacr 
imcIhAp htime when In the tiukkl^ on i1iv 
Ihcv s|HNlc<i Cli« ohjcci undcnnlc \'t itw M-lt 
Ml (he skicN alxwe wds whni appealed ui 
(hcMi When ihc) be a fMa<s ni 
luiine ikw Knh MuewhMe lUshtnv 

ihc "hieii rh<> MmI (i^hi Ihe hUiM w,i\ ai 
seen anU ilieir >L<Hkhcv -iht-M ik kiicln Hui 


were nlenMiat 

Ihe ukMflAn sas>. I 
travel I H»s hintH.* 
1((*m mv t(«iihcr v 
kmse MUt I (VAlwd 
the I iiineiHtn 
( hutch I ane. Shvv>ni!- 
uni at 5 ^5pni. 


helHoiser ikw ji .wkI 
wav Milt li.ivvlimv 
vet \ l.tvl vvrv vltnv 
MihitMVtl M M.tv 
dark M wjvni UHk 
«» see Itie vh.ipv 

Ml The cMiti I lurnetl 
kit and I hen siiii'qivJ 


w,iHin« IM turn kll uno ihe car in lire hnv viii(> 
Hi«kh 1 i*h I aiH.’i*n m> MMineilt«(elv ivu i(ie 
wa> honw i^i z>pplev (eh I g.n «hii ot itiv 
As I wav wad* e<>r. (he w.iv 

mg. mv Jaueihe* • w ho nttw tnov 
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nMie-venvvvoid • 
AvivO me wliiii wav m 

(Iv sk). She was veiv 
etciied MV I iricvl u» 
lean over iu see 
ihnvugh hce window I 
eouhlirc sircuh rwer 
(nr ennu^ i«v set bdl 
ns I looked up ihnvueh 
the Nunnaif <v| mv ear I 
vjw a Inrec Crranentu 
shaped tialt '* iih a feo 


lowards the direciion 
<d Jfenip I here h,in 
no ntHve trom it lo 
all 

Ihe woman Ttnidies 
hv sajinp; "As uhi 
can Mnaeine. ,it 
? .'.'pm (here w«e a 
to) id other pe«vplc 
ahrtua av well Siirelv 
Mvueone else saw ii 


' ine 


iiMerevlint: 


|Xrini ihe wiiiTi:iii made 
wav ihiii the ernli w.iv 

iivniu wMli a i1iii edne 
gcvMi); tofvsard, noi one 
til Mv Tips 

(Till vtiM sft 4hiv vvtenJ 
kr^H Hiv deik «i»N 
WiritiesUv. i.iiiii.irv l' 
irlrilile lime WhV 4 t4|yiM 

• r><iMi ri'Tk'ci Hill 

• HlHIlhv 1A,t>Pvl MH'i'IIIIV 
If Ik. OlVivll iret MiHI 
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*Beam me up Scotty’ 
had nothing on town 
motor firm’s launch 
as UFO mystery solyed 


WIGAN REPORTER 

;(l FEB 97 
Page 27 



THERE'S loads lo lell from Itand th« sinof ii 

you this week UFO fans was huge. I told my 

slarilnR with yet friends but they all 

aiMther sighllnK of our think I'm cmcken but 

'black triangle’ friend. me and my children 

This latest sighting know what we saw.” 
comes in from an THE next meeting of 
UpKolland man and his WasE’sl la on Monday, 

three children who ALL February 24 at The 

sawihecrafL Orwell. Start time is 

In his nwn words our 8pm. 
man iBriani writes: “I David Caylon wili 
would like lo tell you of give an illustrated talk 
a sighting 1 and my on the subject of crap 
three children had on circles. Admission is £2. 
February 7 at 6J0pm. A PUBLISHING 

"I was travelling company down in Lon- 
r r o m den are inviting bud* 
Ashursl/Skelmersdale ding young writers lo 
lo UpHolland where my send them short stories 
mother lives. We were on the subject of aliens. 
Just turning onto a alien abductions, unes- 

slraight road when lo plained phenomena, 
my right I saw a very ghosts, poltergeists and 
bright light. I knew wraiths, 

what was coming Points lo note; No 
becuase I have seen it single story should 
before in October 96. exceed ISOO words. 

It was the Iraingle...! entrants must be over 
speeded up to get on to 16. there is no entry fee. 
the straight part of the royalties will be paid, 
road, it was about 200 those not included in 
yards in front going the anthology may 
across the road towards receive a short critique 
Wigan then turned of Iheir work and how 
towards Chequers it might be improved. 
I^e. entries of special merit 

“It turned again and will be considered for 
I supped the car. We publication. SAE for 
all got out and watched return of material is 
in amazement as it essential, 
passed over our heads. Send your short sto- 
“It was definitely a ries lo: Hamilton & Co 
triangle shape with a Publishers. 115 Stam- 
light in each corner, ford Road. London. E6 
very bright. ILPr telephone 0181 

“Not a sound came 5481814. 
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RELAX, earthlings. 

Following our revelations that an alien 
space craft had circled over Accrington last 
week, terrestial sources have released unclas¬ 
sified information to us which have allayed 
fears of an Independence Day-style invasion. 

Special agents from the Observer were 
detailed to conduct inquiries after Mrs Mar¬ 
jorie Clegg, of Whitewell Road, Accrington, 
contacted us to say she had seen a UFO circling 
above the clouds near her home. 

However, just when it seemed that Martians, 
or some other aliens, had been conducting 
their own investigation into Hyndburn’s 
everyday life, staff at Accrington firm Lythgoe 
Motors got in touch to solve the enigma. 

Janice Guilfoyle. who works at the Mil- 
nsbaw Lane premises, explained: “We had two 
launch nights at our new premises, in which 
our General Sales Manager Tom Robinson had 
the idea of hiring some special lights to mark 
the occasion. 

JIM WILKINSON boldly 
closes X>file case 

“On the Friday night Mrs Clegg saw some¬ 
thing, thelights were set up along the frontage 
of our new showroom and the beams were 
going even further than normal. 

“We hired them from a Bacup firm. Valley 
Sound and Lighting, to attract attention, so 
you could say they worked!” 

Janice added: “I can understand people 
thinking it was a spaceship, as there were 
20-odd beams and they made circles all around 
the sky." 

Revolving 

The only uncanny element to the tale is that 
Janice used to be part of the same netball team 
as Marjorie's daughter Barbara....or is it? 

Because, for one resident of the area, the 
“visitation" brought back memories of a simi¬ 
lar close encounter almost two decades ago. 

James Bradshaw, 62, of Peel Park Avenue. 
Accrington toid us: “In 1977 I was walking 
near the Coppice one November evening and I 
saw a craft hovering above. 

“It was about 20 feet away and more than one 
hundred foot high, with large revolving lights. 

"My son Martin and I could hear a faint 
droning noise and watched it travel across the 
fields, over Burnley Road and towards Acc¬ 
rington. 

“Two years later exactly the same thing 
happened again.” 

Mr Bradshaw's son unfortunately died of 
leukaemia shortly afterwards, but his father 
has no doubts what he saw. 

"It wasaspacecraft.no doubt about it. Your 
article stirred something in me, because it was 
seen in just the same area. 

“I came into the Observer offices on Edgar 
Street to report it and they looked at me like I 
was gormless. But I know what I saw...." 
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What is going on? 

Madam - The “blue metallic sphere” 
travelling from east to west over the common on 
March 7 might have come from the same 
experimental laboratory as the sphere of white 
light travelling in the same direction, which I 
saw from South Woodchester late one evening 
last July. Perhaps your reporter can Bnd out 
what is going on at the MOD, Aston Down? 

David Gould 

Highcroft, South Woodchesur 
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The caring counsellor 
who now specialises ir 
abductions - by aliens 


By Jane Wilkinson 


EVERY day, Eric Morris 
handful of letters that 
stories from the X-Files. 

Alien landings, glowing : 
and unearthly encounters 
the most common recoilec 
people across the country. 

Dul as cu'lounder ot tlntain 
abducoun counselling service, 
to treat the tales as science tac 
fiction. 

‘I receive doccns ot calls and 
people who have inexplicable n 


or say thev have been abducte 
said the ad.year.old who runt 
UhO Studies centre Imm his n 
lord 

'There was a lady in 
Chester who hud experi¬ 
enced various abductions. 
She claimed she was 
Impregnated by alien sperm 
and had offspring. I totally 
believe her. She had scar¬ 
ring on her body that can't 
be accounted for." 

Such was the demand for 
help that, last year, Eric 

S ave up his lob as a quali- 
ied nurse to set up the 
Cheshire-based Abduction 
Research Counsalling 
Cantra. 

Bizarre 

H« jhies 4W4iy from 
nosii. which he claims can 
bt dannofous. but instead 
uses relaxation techniques 
to repress people back. 

The results have been 
bliurre. One 64*year*old 
women trom bseex believes 
she was abducted by a blue 
reptde like alien, who 
taught her a stance lang* 
uage, called Sensar. bric 
has taken tapes of the vo- 
wel-iike sounds to vunuus 
(olleies hut noone can 
understand them. 

Another tecnoRer encoun* 


Dozens of people 
call, claiming to 
have lost hours’ 


and epilepsy can be reasons 
behind odd recollections - 
and there have also been 
several hoaxes. 

Enc. who served IS years 
in the Aoyal Navy and has 
counselled FalMands vet* 
crans. said: **To peopie who 
think I'm a nutcase. I would 
say ’^Tne. but come aionx to 
one of our meetines. and 
bear what's being said.’* 


tered a UFO while cycling 
home. He called his mother 
(wo hours later, shaking 
and pale and unabk to say 
what hud happened. The 
boy now has a lump on his 
knee, which trie believes 
has been implanted. 

But while Eric claims one 
out of four memories are 
genuine, some do prove lo 
be false. Stress, migraine 


O AUEN 
language or 
dowlas? > 
Ihe strange 
hleroglyf^ca 
drawn by 
wniaone 
who claimed 
lobe 

abducted by 

tllent 
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In the high desert of Nevada lies the holy grail of 
UFO-spotters, the top secret Area 51 base. And 
right next to it runs the Extraterrestrial 
Highway, a stretch of road that seems to link 

Mulder and Scully with Morecambe and Wise 

HOME ON THE 

STRANGE 


Story: Richard Grant Photography; Tony Olmos 


To get CO Nevada’s UFO 
country, you drive north 
from Las Vegas for 150 
miles, through a remote, 
windswept expanse of 
high desert. Dust devils 
whirl across the road like 
miniature tornadoes. 
Tumbleweeds tumble. A 
car goes by every 20 
miles or so. You drive across dry lake beds the 
size of Surrey, through barren mountain ranges 
and dwarf forests of Joshua trees - weird, spiky, 
deranged-looking plants that reminded the 
early Mormon pioneers of the prophet Joshua 
raising his arms to heaven. Soon after Ash 
Springs (population 200), you turn northwest 
and. sure enough, there is an official state high- 
wav sign with pictures of flying saucers on it 
and tiir words 'Extraterrestrial Highway’. 

,Us\' known as Nevada Highway 375, the ET 
Hichwjv passes along the flanks’of a military 
base known as Groom Lake or Area 51, a 
wca^'oii-s and aircraft testing facility so top 
seon'i ihai the US government denies its 
the armed guards patrolling 
jp. ,v(,meters, and the fea that you can see the 
baw ^ nearby mountain top. In April 


1989, a self-described astrophysicist named 
Bob Lazar came forward on a Las Vegas televi¬ 
sion show and claimed he had worked on a 
captured alien spaceship at the base, crying to 
'reverse-engineer' its technology, which he 
described in precise detail. He said he saw nine 
of the saucer-shaped craft, stored in under¬ 
ground hangan, but reported no live aliens. 

The story made a brief splash in the national 
tabloid newspapers and TV shows, then faded 
out wdien Lazar failed to prove his credentials as 
a scientist (he claims the government has 
destroyed all his records), and pleaded guilty to 
an unrelated criminal charge involving a broth¬ 
el. In the UFO community, however, Lazar’s 
claims created a huge stir, and, ever since, this 
lonely desert highway has been a magnet for 
ufologists, abductees, conspiracy theorists, 
aspiring cult leaders, religious prophets, and 
charaaers such as Ambassador Merlyn Merlin 
II, who claims to be an alien from the star 
Draconis. Rumour has it chat he is actually a 
human being called David Solomon, who ace 
too much LSD in his younger days. 

Nearly all of the visitors have seen strange 
lights and flying objects over Area 51 and 
hundreds of inteigaiactic conspiracy theories 
have sprang up to explain them. Most of the 





























Is have seen weird things in th* sky as well, 
they tend to attribute them i > the earthly 
oons and aircraft being tested «: the base, 
his is where the Northrop Grumman 
:1th bomber was developed, for example, 
ch looks like a classic flying saucer when 
.'ed from the front, and seems to come out 
owhere when it flies overhead, 
he campaign to get Highway 375 officially 
gnated as the 'Extrateirestrial Highway’ was 
by Ambassador Merlyn erlin, who 
eves chat alien spaceships fror.i the planet 
ha Centauri will be landing here in 1999. 
e ambassador, who looks like a young 
aham Lincoln, made repeated trips from his 
bassy' in a Silver City trailer park to the 
e capital in Carson City, tirelessly harangu- 
the legislature and state government on the 
n highway issue. Perhaps a more influential 
byist was the Fox film corp' ation, who 
ited a publicity stunt for theit --immet alien 
ckbuster Independence Day, v\hose climatic 

nes are set in a replia of Area 31 • 

■ox agreed to contribute an undisclosed 
ount to the state coffers and hand a big 
ashy ceremony to name the highway. The 
irist commission thought the designation 
ght attract more visitors to the area, and 


so, on April 19 this year, the Nevada Assembly 
unanimously passed the Extraterrestrial Alien 
Highway Bill. The hearing was a light-hearted 
occasion, with many prominent local politi¬ 
cians wearing alien masks and pointy ears on 
the Assembly floor, and handing each other 
copies of the Klingon dictionary. 

To a background of ethereal sound effects. 
Assemblyman Roy Neighbours said that the 
alleged UFO sightings “are pan of the fonta^ 
and excitement of the tourist attraction chat is 
Nevada." The governor. Bob Miller, waggishly 
spread a rumour that the hi^way signs would 
be placed flat on the ground, so the aliens 
would be able to see them from their space¬ 
ships and know where to land. 

Aside from the Fox corporation, the main 
benefactor has been a bar/restaurant/motel 
called The Little A’Le’Inn, in Rachel (pop. 
100), the only settlement along the 99 miles of 
the ET Highway. A sign by the door reads: 

"Welcome UFO’s and Crews 
Kneepsheep Nknock ip Nkhook 
EARTTIUNGS WELCOME.” 

The building is made out of two trailers 
joined together. The walls are covered with 
photographs of flying saucers, and posters 
advocating the far right-wing views of the 


establishment's heavily-armed owners, Joe and 
Pat Travis. By the cash register is a mass of 
alien-themed tourist souvenirs - T-shirts, caps, 
coffee mugs, fridge magnets, figurines - and a 
small library of UFO books. 1 pick one at 
random, The Abductions Of Walter, which 
describes having sex wiffi a shapeshifting alien 
on board a spaceship. There are Alien Burgers 
on the restaurant menu ('they’re out of this 
world!') and at the bar you can order a Beam 
Me Up Scotty (Scotch, Jim Beam and 7-Up). 

Despite its playful tourist trappings, the 
Little A'Le’Inn is a haven for true believers. The 
waitress, Mary Marrier, a very sweet and very 
odd woman, claims to be in constant telepathic 
communication with space aliens. And her ill- 
fitting wigs and tiny stature, bizarre outfits and 
glitter-spangled cheeks, have led to speculation 
chat she herself is not of this world. UFO devo¬ 
tees flock here from all over America, from 
Australia, Japan, Britain, Germany, France and 
South Africa, and find a place where even the 
wildest theories receive a serious and sympa¬ 
thetic hearing. As Joe Travis puts it; “A lot of 
our customers have been abducted by aliens. 
This is one of the only places they can go 
where no-one kids them about it. 

It’s hard to determine whether Joe truly 
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And on Highway 375, the tourists flock 
to wait for tha little green geezers to 
turn up. Sadly, nobody hai as yet errtved 
In a saucer. In the bottom of a beer 
glass, though, weird things tend to occur 




believes in space aliens, or just keeps an open 
mind because they’re good for business. 

He tells a story about a thirsty alien material¬ 
ising at the bar, a ‘Grey’ about four foot tall - 
“So I cold him, hell, if you can pass through 
chat steel door, you can open your own beer” - 
but he tells it with a twinkle in his eye. 

“This alien business has got a light side and a 
serious side," he says. “None of us really knows 
what the hell is going on at the airbase, 
because the government won’t cell us. This is 
America, goddammit! The government is 
supposed to answer to the people, not to these 
goddamn bankers and secret societies and 
international communists..." 

This is Joe Travis’ real obsession. He believes 
that a global conspiracy, led by a shadowy cabal 
of international financiers, is plotting to take 
away his guns and enslave him to a one-wocld 
police state - the New World Order so feared 
by America’s militias. As he gets on to the 
subject {and it is hard to keep him off it), his 
bearded foce turns bright red. Veins pound in 
his temples. He swigs and puffs at his ever¬ 
present beer and cigarene with new venom and 
slams his fist down on the bar. “Total world 
domination! That’s what they’re after. They 
already control the US government. They’re 


manufacturing diseases ri^t now to bring the 
world population down to 2.5 million. Lives 
mean nothing to these people! We’ve got to 
fight now while we’ve still got the chance and 
the goddamn weapons to make a difference..." 

This is not an unusual belief in rural Nevada, 
and the local ranchers at the bar nod along. 
“Damn right. When they come to take away our 
guns, they gonna have a fight on their hands." 

It is this mixture of UFO belicven and para¬ 
noid Western gun freaks that gives the Litdc 
A’Le’lnn its special character. Sometimes the 
two strains mingle and a theory will travel 
down the bar that the government is cloning 
aliens at Area 51 for a mock invasion of 
America, which they will stage as a pretext for 
stripping citizens of their firearms and other 
rights as free Americans. And someone else will 
respond that what’s really happening is that the 
government has cut a deal with the aliens, to 
allow them to abduct humans and conduct 
sexual experiments on them. 

At dusk, the rednecks carry on drinking. 
One wakes up bleary, “Whar am I? Whar’s ma 
beer? Oh yeah. Slurp.” The UFO-watchers 
leave the bar, climb into dieir vehicles and head 
down the Extraterrestrial Highway to its most 
famous landmark: The Black Mailbox. It looks 


like any other rural mailbox, but is reputed to 
mark America’s premier UFO-watching spot. 

Some ufologists contend that an alien space¬ 
ship called Old Faithful can be seen here at 
4.50am every Thursday morning. It turns out 
that Old Faithful coincides exactly with a 
Boeing 737 bringing workers from Las Vegas to 
the base. The plane flies directly cowards the 
Black Mailbox with its landing lights on, 
appearing to hover motionless. Unperturbed, 
the foichfii] arc now insisting that Old Faithful 
is an alien spaceship that turns into a 737 just 
before landing, for disguise purposes. 

Tonight, there are about ten people at The 
Black Mailbox, with binoculars and deckchairs, 
and the atmosphere is chatty and relaxed, 
everyone enjoying the amazing show of stars in 
the high desert sky. Resident expert Chuck 
Clark points out interesting astronomical phe¬ 
nomena with his telescope, and calms down 
the more eager watchers; “Nope. That’s a pas¬ 
senger jet. Nope. That’s a car coming over the 
ridge. Nope. That’s a satellite.” Clark comes 
across very earnest and scientific, a nuts-and- 
bolts man trying ro conduct some serious 
research among the wackos. His UFO sighting 
is very precisely described: “It hovered 20 feet 
above the ground and then suddenly shot to 
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he right. It went 4.8 miles in 1,7 seconds and 
c stopped on a dime. Ac that speed, there 
hould have been a boom but there wasn’t." 

The anthropology of UFO believers is a 
ledging science but a few categories may be 
entatively advanced. Chuck Clark is an exam- 
)le of the traditional saucetist, a devotee of the 
;raft's hardware, who believes in sightings but is 
incomfortable with abductions and aliens right 
icre. right now. 

Then, a little further out there, you have the 
ibductionists. Unbelievably, there are now 3.9 
million Americans who claim to have been 
ibducted by space aliens, the vast majority of 
them women. Men get into hardware, women 
tend to get more into the relationships; the 
classic abduction story centres around a mind- 
blowing sexual encounter with an alien, %vho 
typically can shapcshift into a gteek god or a 
quarterback or a rock star. 

Then there are the hardcore, beetle-browed 
conspiracists, and the patently unhinged like 
Ambassador Merlin or the young man here 
tonight who claims to receive religious prophe¬ 
sies through plates of food. 

The abductionists are represented by 
Meredith Clark of San Francisco, who ‘recov¬ 
ered’ the traumatic memory of her abduction 


during hypnosis, performed by a hypnotist 
who cha^s SIOO an hour and specialises in 
retrieving abduaion memories. It all makes for 
some curious eavesdropping. "We think they're 
on the backside of a genetic curve. They’re 
unable to reproduce b^use of some kind of 
nuclear accident on their planet so what they’re 
doing is trading hardware with the government 
in return for our eggs and sperm..." “Ever hear 
of a man named Jefferson D’Souza? He’s a 
hybrid mutant from Brazil, half humm, half 
alien...” “This is all bullshit! They’ve only got 
three fingers so how are they going to build a 
flying saucer? Huh? You answer me that!” 

During the four days and two nights 1 spend 
on the fotraterrestriai Highway, 1 meet only 
one UFO researcher with a sense of humour. 
His name is Glenn Campbell, a 35-year-old 
former computer programmer from Boston, 
who has led the fight against government secre¬ 
cy in the area, primarily by satirising it. He 
puts out the witty, sardonic Area 51 Viewer's 
Guide, which concludes that all the sightings in 
the area can be explained by weapons, flares 
and earthly aircraft, and is banned at the Little 
A’Le’Inn for its sceptidsm. Campbell also posts 
every fra, rumour and theory emanating from 
Area 5! on the World Wide Web (the address 




Ta 




i, 



Tlist light In th« sky - Is K illw forcM? 
Or s passing Baaing? Probably. Howavar, 
Meredith Clark (above) swears that she’s 
been abducted. And now has binoculars 
growing out of the side of her head 


is http:/www.ufbmind.com, if you really insist). 
“UFO belief is a kind of folk religion for the 
technological age and 1 consider myself a folk¬ 
lorist." he says. “I coUea these stories, circulate 
them on the Web, and do my best to assess 
them for accuracy and plausibility. Trying to 
muck my way through all tiiis drivel and keep a 
level head is an invigorating challenge,” 

Campbell is not willing to discount the pos¬ 
sibility of alien craft at Area 51. “99 percent of 
waa' you hear is nnnsens;, but it’s wrong to 
dismiss everything on chat basis. Lazar’s story is 
impossible to confirm but it is intelligent and 
precisely detailed and worthy of further investi¬ 
gation. And now we have another source, a 70- 
year-old retired engineer who claims to have 
worked for 30 years on a similar project, and 
met a live alien named Jarod. Personally, 1 trust 
him and find him convincing, but who knows? 
I go back and forth.” 

The strangest sighting 1 can report from the 
Extraterrestrial Highway is a bloated dead cow 
on the road, with all four legs sticking straight 
up the air. I rush 
towards it to see if it has fe 
been zapped by space 
aliens. But the evidence 
su^ests a truck □ 
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